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Bahrain:
Haji Ali al-Ekri

By Caroline Moorehead

Haji Mohammad Ali al-Exyi,
2 preacher and former hospital
waorker, is being held in the
prison of Jedah, an island west
of Bahrain. He has been
detained since August, 1979,
but no charge has been pre-
ferred. Jedah is where long-term
- prisoners are held.

Mr Ali al-Ekri gave up his
hospital job to devote all his
time to preaching. <

In July, 1979, he wrote.an
open letter to the Government,
asking for the release of ali
political prisoners, and criticiz-
ing government policies, which
were, he said, cuntailing demo-
cratic freedom, :

The letter carried the signa-
tures of 30 prominent citizens.

The following month, Mr Ali
al-Ekri was arrested. At the start
of his detention, his family were
allowed to visit him once a
month, when they took special
food, since Mr' Ali alEks,
whose health is not good, had
been put on a diet by his doctor,

For' about the” last year,
however, no one has
allowed to see him. A fellow
prisoner, rcleased some months
ago, has said that his health has
deteriorated, and that he is
extremely thin,

Bahrain

Conditions in
prisons are of particular con-
cern to human nights observers,
who report frequent ill-treat-
ment of political detainces.
Between 1976 and 1981 six
‘people died in custody.

Haji Ali al-Ekri:
without charge.

Held
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