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rable from Bahrain’s scientific history; i.e. the immigra-
tion phenomenon that occurred vastly among Bahraini
scholars who have various purposes.

4- The book “Peak of the Era” draws a geographic scheme
of the immigration communities that embraced the Bah-
rainis in the 11th century Hijri/ 17th century A.D., when
Iran, India, Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula witnessed a
certain rate of population density.

5- The texts in “Peak of the Era” specify certain scientific
schools, and names of some Bahraini mosques, areas and
villages; these names have a great historical value to the
people and researchers concerned historical research on
Babhrain.

In light of the aforementioned, we found it beneficial to excerpt
the section related to scholars, poets and authors of Bahrain from
“Peak of the Era”, hoping that it will be useful for those involved
in literature and history, and those concerned with historical
heritage in the region generally, and in Bahrain particularly.



with scholars. This was certainly a period of glory in the history
of the country, of which we have the right to be proud.

Ibn Ma’soum wrote his book “Peak of the Era” after he read in
Mecca the book “Rayhanat al-Ba wa Zahrat al-Hayat - W) &ils,
sLalls ya 35 Arabic for “The Sweet Basil and the Flower of Life”,
written by the scholar Shehab El Dine Ahmed Bin Mohammed
Al Khafaji (born in 1068 Hijri / 1658 A.D.). He admired the
book, yet said that it “disregarded a group of the most prominent
virtuous and noble figures, poets and eloquent scholars”. He thus
decided to write a book in which he included what the author of
“Rayhanat al-Ba” and previous authors failed to address. He was
rather keen to select useful poetry that had not been intruded by
intoxicating rubbish words.

The importance of the said book for Bahrain stems from the
following:

1- The book “Peak of the Era” is considered to be the oldest
literature text that combined poetry of great Bahraini po-
ets from the 11th century Hijri/ 17th century A.D. Many
of the first poems included in the “Peak of the Era” were
narrated by Ibn Ma’soum from what he heard. Therefore,
these poems were not documented in a written source
that protects it from being lost, or saves it from being
forgotten.

2- These poetries stated in the “Peak of the Era” reveal the
psychological characteristics of their authors, and the na-
ture of scientific, social and humanitarian relationships
that were prevalent at that time. They also unveil the
dominance of poetry of nostalgia to one’s homeland, in
addition to the development of the poetry of praise and
the literature of apology.

3- The texts in the “Peak of the Era” allow us to view a
clear detailed image of the scientific and literary scene
that were then-prevalent in Bahrain. They also shed the
light on a social fact that was quite evident and insepa-



Bahrain’s Prominent Figures in the
“Peak of the Era”

Sayyid Ali Bin Ahmad Al Madani Al Husseini Al Shirazi
Al Madani (born 1120 Hijri — 1708 A.D.) also known as Ibn
Ma’soum, is the author of (Solafat Al ‘Aser Fi Mahasin Ahl Kol
Masr- ae S Jal gulas 8 yeasll 483) Arabic for “The Peak of
the Era in the Deeds of the People of Egypt”.

He shared with Bahrain many connections and bonds, not only
because he chronicled its poets, authors and renowned figures
in his book “Peak of the Era”, but rather because he associated
himself with the scholars of Bahrain (those immigrating to Iran
and India). He exchanged letters with some of these scholars,
studies under others, while he established close and cordial
friendships with others.

This is clearly evident in “Peak of the Era”, which was printed in
Egypt in 1906.

In his book, Sayyid Al Madani mentioned the most prominent
figures, including the honorable, the noble, the poets and the
enlightened scholars among the luminaries of the 17th century
A.D. / 11th century Hijri. His book also illustrated the good
deeds and stories of the people of that epoch, and indicated
their poetry and concerns. In addition, the author translated the
writings of more than a hundred figures, eleven of which were
Babhraini poets.

According to what Ibn Ma’soum wrote in his book, “Peak of the
Era”, Bahrain had experienced a great literary awakening more
than three and a half centuries ago, and its schools were crowded
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