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WALLS OF 14 FEBRUARY

Bahraini Revolution Graffiti
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The book of «Walls of 14 February..Bahraini Revolution Graffitin artistically documents the writings and

the slogans printed on the walls since the first day of the 14 February Revolution until the end of 2012. It
is an art book published by Bahrain Mirror under the project of «The Times of the Pearl Memory».
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On ¢ December 2011, Corinna Mullin and
Azadeh Shahshahani wrote their article of
“The Bahrain ‘Spring’: the revolution that
wasn't televised”.

Bahrain 14 February Revolution has not
been televised as much as the other
revolutions. However, it is printed on its
people’s walls. The walls reflect reality
more than televisions, as the walls are
not manipulated by political agenda or
money. An activist wrote a graffiti of “The
Revolution is Graffitied” in protest of “The
Revolution is televised” which means the
revolution requires people to go out in the
field and streets and not only watch it on TV.
The revolution is printed, present on the
ground, in the field, in the squares, and
on the people’s real and virtual walls. This
book "Walls of 14 February” monitors the
revolution on the walls. It monitors it while it
is being “Graffitied”.

The walls are public spaces owned by the
people. They write on them what they
want. The legitimacy of writing on the walls
is revolutionary legitimacy. 14 February
endowed that legitimacy when people
gathered in the Pearl Roundabout. Out
of that legitimacy, a graffiti activist says:
“We say it to the regime: we will write any
slogan we wish in respect. Do whatever
you want. You will erase and we will write
again, you come after us while writing, we
will come back again and write time and
again until we get what we want.”

The Bahraini graffiti is distinguished with its
multi-layer dyes due to writing and erasing.
Graffiti artists with spontaneity add beauty
to the walls through that game as they are
always in rush.
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Lulu Roundabout lies in the Bahraini Capital, Manama.lt comprises a structure consisting of six
sides resembling the GCC (Gul Cooperation Council) countries. The structure is topped by a
pearl shape representing Bahrain (Bahrain,The Pearl Of the Gulfy .It was constructed in 1982

with a height of 36.2 metres for each of its six sides. The weight of the pearl on top was100 kg.
The structure stood on a concrete foundation of an area of 27 metres.
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Every major historical event has itfs
milestones. Those milestones mark the
criticalchanges. The Bahraini event started
on 14 February 2011 with a package
of modest demands compared to the
other Arab Spring peoplesy demands.
That event passed through various violent
stages that caused perilous turns. Most of
them were escalatory. Those turns have
made going back to the pre-14 February
era impossible, and made the democratic
resolufion as the only way out of the crisis.

On 14 February page on the Internet that
launched the protest movement, the
group expressed the youth aspirations. It
raised the motto of «The people want to
reform the regime»n. Its demands were:
abolition of the illegal 2002 Constitution,
dissolving of the Parliament, forming a
Constituent Assembly of experts of Sunii
and Shia to forge a new contractual
constitution, a parliament with fullauthority,
a directly-elected prime minister, Bahrain
is a consfitutional monarchy, the release
of all political detainees, and forming of a
natfional committee to investigate torture
allegations and bring to justice those
responsible for it.

It demanded freedom of expression,
stopping prosecution of journalists, lifting of
censorship on the Internet, independence
of the radio and television, and non-
interference of the security apparatuses in
the work of the media.
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Waive of Constitution 2002 On the 14th of February 2002, King Hamad
surprised the political forces by issuing a new constitution instead of
that of 1973 that was created by an elected Founding Committee . This

history was considered an overthrow on the legitimacy of the contractual
constitution and not abiding by the idea of a constitutional monarchy.

22210










ool oolodl o izl G5B Casiuial
85 IgJslo (sl el ] s pmrllazl) wo
pastia o gl (E0l6 HLoS) ey 333301 s

2011 0,8 19 &

The Bahraini army froops used live
rounds against the peaceful protesters
who aftempted fo return to the Pearl
Roundabout after the third day of
mourning rituals of Martyr Ali Mushaima
on 19 February 2011.
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The Coalition of 14 February Youths launched an idea on 30
June 2011 to organise localised protests on weekly basis. Those
protests demanded self-determination. It was based on the
principle of «lt is the right of the people to choose their future
through a referendum supervised by the United Nations.»
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The Coadlition of 14 February Youth released a new approach in
mobilizing for "right to self-determination” activity through setting up
a special opening ceremony so-called "lame of the right to self-
determination 27 October" . An idea that emulates the Olympic
torch, where it is being passed to various regions of the protests.
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As aresult of the democratic demands, 160 athletes were
prosecuted in the Natfional Security Law (Emergency
Law) period, 51 of the medics and 120 of the teachers.
Hundreds of people suffered the ordeal of arrest,
detention, intferrogation and dismissal from work.
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Khalifa Ben Salman Al-Khalifa has been appointed as a Prime
Minister since the Independence in 1971. One of the main demands
of 14 February revolution is the stepping down of the Prime Minister.
The slogan of «O» Khalifa Step Down» has turned info a popular
slogan ever since the Human Rights Defender Mr. Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja suggested in a seminar about poverty in 2004.
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In the first anniversary of 14 February Revolution,
the revolutionists organised an event of: «All of
us are coming backy. It was sort of marches

going to the Roundabout. It took the form of the
Japanese Kamikaze ready to die peacefully.
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On the morning of 18 March 2011, the Pearl Monument demolished by
the regime. The Bahraini Foreign Minister said that it was demolished
because it represents bad memories. It left geography but has

enfered history and become the symbol of the revolution, freedom
and dream.
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There has been always interaction between the electronic media and the graffiti. The graffitiis
affected by the virtual reality. Nowadays, the electronic forums perceive the graffiti positively.
There is no more of the conservative view points against the graffiti.
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Resorting to using the walls is always
affected by the general politicalscene. We
can say the highest peak of using the walls
was during the nineties uprising. At that
time it was the only way to communicate
with the authorities and pass messages to
them. An activists says: «Going out to write
on the wall at that time was an endeavour
that required enough preparation,
then the authorities considered it a very
dangerous act. It recruited special forces
«.to monitor especially the main roads

The walls are not flaming now as they»
were in the nineties uprisingy, a journalist
commented. «lhs not that the authorities
are fightening surveillance on the roads,
but the protesters are busy in other ways
fo voice out their opinions. The walls are
secondary now, they are not as crucial as
«.they were in previous events

The protesters are effectively present on
the Internet social media channels. It has
been noficed that different levels of the
protesters are present. They exchange
ideas and express their opinions about
every incident. That has reduced the
number of the participants in the graffifi.
The graffitiis focusing on declaring opinions
during the major events that demand
.actual presence
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Using Stencil printing does not require artistic falent. It requires
courage to go out to the place that full of death weapons.

Those graffiti writers have the talent of being swift and to
carry their hearts in their hands that they paint with.
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After ten months of the mercenary assaults on souls,
properties, and sanctities, the Coalition of 14 February
Youth issued a statement that launched the stage of
Sacred Defence, it was in January 2012, to start to use
some of the means to defend yourself in case of attacks.
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According to the General Federation of
Bahrain Trade Unions in January 2012,
more than 14535 individual of the families
of detained or dismissed employees were
impacted. Bassiouni's (BICI) report has
documented more than 2000 cases of work
dismissal.
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The graffitists get active in the events e.g.
the Formula 1 race or a profest against
nighttime raids or unjust sentences issued by

the regime. The slogan "Down with Hamad"
is a brief expression of all of that.
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"What the women of this nation are suffering of
dignity violations is against the human shame, it is an
aggression on the personal freedom, it violated what
Allah has forbidden, and it is disrespect of the honour
of sanctity" Sheikh Isa Qassem on 20 January 2012.
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Despite escalating their demands and expanding the locations of their demonstrations, the

protestors remained peaceful” paragraph 650 of Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry
report.
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The Egyptian revolution -and before it the
Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia — was at the
focus of Bahrainis’ attention. the Followers
reported that the peaceful model of
revolution was notimpossible to be applied
in Bahrain, but the question persisted
which was: to what extent could be
committed by peaceful ways, especially
in light of previous debates inside the
opposition about the methods of struggle
and strategies, and the interpretation the
peaceful methods?

When Bahraini people went out on
14 February 2011, concerns were
automatically shattered. Not everyone
had undergone to training courses in civil
resistance, and was not accompanied
by organized good teams at nonviolent
affrition of security forces. Bahrainis
benefited from their accumulated
experience and the Arab Spring effects,
and their cultural and moral dictionary in
managing their external behavior. And in
this way that day passed.

In the afternoon of 15 February, the
protesters entered the Pearl Roundabout
loaded with two files that would represent
the core of the infternal discussions of
the protest movement: the first was the
motto of demand and its unification, and
the second was the next strategy of civil
resistance.

The sit-in in the roundabout, and the
ability of the protesters to implement open
workshops, would enable the preparation
of a gradual and non-written manifesto of
peaceful resistance
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Nabeel Rajab is most famous one who instilled the
use of the victory and steadfastness sign. He was
keen to raise his hands showing that gesture in every

event or gathering. That sign has become an icon of
the revolution and part of personal greetings.
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A lot of things that were done by thousands who sat in
the Pearl roundabout and the surrounding area, were
inspired by the Egypftian revolution. The most important
one was the peacefulness of the movement. Technical
reviews fook a large space of the Pearl Roundabout
activities, the protesters wrote slogans on their hands
and clothes, but the walls were still neutral.
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"Not pursuing none of the methods of
violence or violating human rights and
democratic tactics in our practices, and
condemn violence in all forms and sources”,
was the declaration of principle of non-
violence, which was released by six Bahraini
opyposition political societies.
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The Commission has found that PSF (Public Security Forces) units

used shotguns in many situations when this was not necessary
"paragraph 1113 of BICI report.

22260







wagizs Gl 3edo pulome _slel cdlolad] dy gl sl &
Lo labl s e sl Eusy by dhalud) Ciie (e dgd 66 Ciuss

oozl (pasy) slasil J] Solal 0 el lus b (o yalazbls
Olyeladl dalw S35 by Bezlell

S22 6P



ALRaRET |

L}
s ®
A
e e

.

5 o
® —.a-.-—llh._ —

At Universal Periodic Review, in front of the Human Rights Council
in Geneva, 66 countries spoke about the violence of the regime and
nobody had spoken about the violence of the opposition or the protestors,
except America which pointed to the use of Molotov cocktails by (some)
demonstrators, but did not deny the peacefulness of the demonstrations.
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Bahrain is the most involved country among Arab Spring
counftriesintheissuesofsystematictorture andtheinternational
convictions the country obtained in the Universal Periodic
Review session in Geneva of 176 recommendations are an
infernational condemnation documents that demonstrate
systematic violations in Bahrain".
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Since the entry of Peninsula Shield froops, and the destruction of the Pearl Monument, the funerals
were the most eminent means of protest, given the number of martyrs and the successive news
about their death. Martyrdom represents a push to do widespread preparations for funerals.
Ending of mourning is usually an occasion to renew the revolutionary momentum, which are
usually subjected to interference of riot police and erupftion of clashes.
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At the time this book was released, more
than 100 martyrs fell by Bahraini security
forces. Some of them directly died by live
or bird gunshots or directly by suffocating
tear gas canisters and some of them died
of indirect suffocation.

Bahrain Independent Commission of
Inquiry report documented 35 cases of
deaths of citizens by security forces in the
period from 14 Feb to 15 April. 10 cases
were by the Ministry of Interior, two by the
defense force, one by the security forces,
and 5 cases were a result of torture by
various security services.

“My Soul is a Sacrifice to my Countryy,
was the most famous civil, and peaceful
slogan written by the martyr Ali Al Mumen
-23 years old- on his Facebook three hours
before his death by an army bullet on 17
February 2011. His words became an icon
of the revolution and a slogan written on
walls.

“Ourbloodis the price of freedom»was the
last words written by the martyr Ali Jawad
Al Sheikh -14 years old- on his Blackberry
phone before he was killed on the morning
of the Eid after a peaceful march in Sitra,
and he has been named the martyr of Eid.
This martyrdom became another slogan
that decorates the revolutionary walls.
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The murderers of the police, who have murdered more than 100
people under torture or by direct shooting, are sfill free, in spite of

BICI recommendations to prosecute them, while thousands are
in Bahraini jails for speaking out their opinions
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On the morning of Eid, on 31 August 2011, Al
Al-Sheikh (15 years) and his colleagues were
peacefully protesting when a security patrol
arrived, stepped on the adjacent sidewalk. A
mercenary fook out a weapon stuffed with tear
gas, and aimed it directly towards Ali's face.
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At Universal Periodic Review, in front of the Human Rights Council
in May 2012, Switzerland pointed to abuses committed by security
forces, and expressed its concern about the high number of
detainees who had been detained merely for exercising their
right of expression, pointing out that Bahrain is obliged to respect
freedom of expression.
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“The Commission finds that the death of Mr Abdulredha
Buhamaid may be attributable to the BDF and may have
resulfed from the use of excessive and unnecessary
lethal force” paragraph 869 of BICI report.
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Martyr Salah Abbas -37 years old- a field commander
since the nineties uprising, was tortured and his innards
were forn by bullets, his body thrown under the sun at
the dawn of 21 April 2012 at a farm in Abo Sbaia village.
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Yusef Mowali -24 years old- after being tortured to death
his body was thrown at the coast on January 13, 2012,
fo seem fo be drowned, but a Turkish Forensic expert
Dr. Sebnem Korur Fincanci sneaked info Bahrain and
conducted a secret autopsy to the corpse to prove that
he was tortured by electric shocks.
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In 2011, the government of Bahrain killed 8 children,
including: Ali Demistani (16 years old), Ahmed Shams
(15 years old), Mohammed Farhan (6 years old), Ali Al
Sheikh (14 years old), Ahmad Al-Qaftan (16 years old),
AliBaddah (16 years old), Sajida Faisal (5days), and Said
Hashim (15 years old).
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Forty days after the martyrdom of Hussam Al
Haddad -16 years old, Martyr number 114,
Ali Neamah -17 years- was murdered by
mercenary tfroops on September 28, 2012. He

was shot from a distance of 3 meters when
they were chasing him in a peaceful march.
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The Commission finds that the death of Ms Bahiya
Alaradi is atfributable to the BDF and may have
resulted from the use of excessive and unnecessary
force", paragraph 870 of BICI report.
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Nearly 40 people died at the hands of security forces
in the era of State Security during the nineties of the
last century. The Nineties Uprising continued for almost
a decade, demanded the return of parliamentary life
and restoration of the 1973 Constitution.
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Kareem Fakhrawi was a businessman, a publisher, and
a founding member of both the largest political society
and the most widely distributed newspaper in Bahrain. He

was interested in charity and cultural events, died under
torture in the National Security Agency on 11 April 2011.
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"The Commissionreceivedinformationthaton
15 March 2011 there was a peaceful protest
in Sifra. Witnesses reported that the police
officers started to aftack the demonstrators.
The deceased was hit by shotgun pellets in
hisright leg. He attempted to escape but was
shot in the head from point blank range while
he was lying on the ground" paragraph 927
of BICI report about Martyr Anmed Farhan
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Abdulrasool Hujairi -38 years old- was killed in mysterious
circumstances. "My father was tortfured to death after
being arrested at a checkpoint. Our family has suffered of
harassment and my wish is to see the murderer receive his
due punishment". Said Fatima, his 12 years old daughter.
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Fadhel Mirza AI-Obaidi (21 years) participated on
behalf of schools of Bahrain in the Schools Gymnastics
Championships in the State of Kuwait. On 10 March 2012
he was injured in the head by a direct gun shot. He was
unconsciousness for about ten days before martyrdom.
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“Article 165 of the Penal Code was applied in a way that infringes upon the freedoms of
opinion and expression by excluding from the public debate opinions that express opposition
to the existing system of government in Bahrain, as well as opinions that call for any peaceful
change in the structure or system of government or for regime change.” Paragraph 1281 of
BICI Report.
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The term “Symbols” is publicly used to
refer to a group of political leaders who
belong to different political associations,
movements and streams of thought,
including human rights activists, and
enjoy wide popularity among the Bahraini
opposition. People used this term to mean
that those political leaders represent, or
‘symbolise’, the values of the uprising and
the demands of the nation. The leaders
were arrested as prisoners of conscience
and ftrialled under a case named by the
regime as the ‘Alliance for the Republic’
or the ‘Group of 21’ case. Publicly, it is
.'referred to as the ‘the case of the Symbols
Of the charges the regime attributed
to the group is the establishment of a
political movement under the name
‘Alliance for the Republic’, with the aims
of changing the constitution, overthrowing
the government by force, disabling the
provisions of law, disturbing public order,
attacking the personal freedoms and
public rights of citizens, and harming the
natfional unity.

Among the most prominent names trialled
under the ‘Group of 21’ case are: lbrahim
Sharif, the Secretary General of Wa'ad
Society; Hasan Mushaima, the Secretary
General of Hagg Movement; Abdul
Wahab Husain, Secretary General of
Wafaa Movement; Abdul Hadi Alkhawaja,
a prominent human rights activist; and
the two the dissident clerics: Sheikh
Mohammad Almegdad and Sheikh Abdul
Jalil Almegdad, as well as other well-
known names.
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Sheikh Abdul Amir Aljamri (1937 - 2006) was the charismatic leader during the 1990s uprising.
He was a member of the People’s Petition Committee (1992), which included figures from
different streams including leftists and Shiite and Sunni Islamists.
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Sheikh Ali Aimustarshid (30 yrs), is a person of religious,
social and cultural interests, arrested on 11 November
2011.He was accused of leading a cell of Iranian terrorists
and was subjected to severe torture to confess that he
had trained 200 people to perform terrorist acts. He was
sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment.
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Sheikh Mohammad Habib Aimugdad (50 yrs), emerged
during the 90’s popular uprising demanding the return of
the Bahraini Parliament. He was accused of kidnapping
two policemen and of cutting the tongue of a muezzin
and sentenced to 15 years in prison. The defense proved
the falsity of the ‘Muezzin Tongue' case.
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lorahim sharif, the Secretary General of the
Natfional Democratic Action Society (Wa'ad),
was arrested from his house on 17 March 2011.
Amnesty International said that he was tortured
by the state security forces and demanded his
immediate release. In his historical argument
before the Supreme Court of Appeal, Sharif argued
against the malicious charges brought by the
National Security Apparatus, such as his “demand
of an Islamic republic”, “*assault on Sunni places of
worship” and “infringement upon a group of Sunni
patients”. He said: “Does he not know, this Major
Isa Sultan Alsulaiti, that those claims about a person
who is part of the Sunni community, and who
belongs to secular and liberal political thinking,
which opposes the idea of a religious state, are
not only pathetic but also raise laughter at the low
professional level of the National Security Service,
and only demonstrate how this apparatus will not
abstain from inventing accusations that no sane
“2person will ever believe
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Abdul Hadi Alkhawaja is a human rights
activist holding the Danish nationality.
He was arrested during the National
Security period and frialled among the
‘Group of 21’ case and sentenced to life
imprisonment. In prison, he went through
several hunger strikes and his most recent
was the “Liberty or Death” hunger strike
which lasted for 110 days.
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‘Zalabia’ is a kind of Bahraini sweets, made famous by human
rights activist Nabeel Rajab, after someone tweeted asking
him: ‘Do you want to rule Bahrain?’ In response, Nabeel Rajab
sarcastically tweeted back: ‘I want Zalabia.” Rajab’s reply on

twitter was soon to spread and the Zalabia was to become very
famous for its reference to Nabeel Rajab.
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Policeman Ali Alghanmi (25 yrs.) announced his resignation from
the police force in the Salmaniya Hospital in protest against the
repression of peaceful demonstrators. He faced three charges:
partficipating in unauthorised gathering, inciting hatred towards the
regime, and contacting foreign channels. In January 2012, he was
sentenced to 13 years in prison.
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Many have paid dearly, whether in beatings or imprisonment, for chanting the slogan ‘Down

with Hamad’, or for beeping their car horns to its rnythmic tone: Tin-Tin-TyTin. Young man Hasan
Jawad Algassab was arrested and goft his car confiscated for that same reason in March 2011.
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Hamad bin Isa Alkhalifa (1950 -) became
the Emir of Bahrain on 6 March 1999. On
14 Febrauary 2002, Hamad changed
the designation of Bahrain from State to
Kingdom and changed his title from Emir
(prince) to King and imposed a new non-
contractual constitution.

No one knows who created the rhythmic
tone '1010--t10" for ‘Down with Hamad’,
the most famous and popular slogan of
the 14th February revolution. Suddenly,
car horns fervently beeped the tone of
protest. When googled, we found dozens
of reports by resident or foreign journalists
on how they received that perfectly
rhythmic tone of government opponents,
translated into its digital form: 1010--110.
Bahrain Mirror was able to reach to one of
those who have musically distributed the
rhythmic segment ‘Tin-Tin-TyTin' to become
a ring tone valid for mobile phones. “This
tone is located on a full bar in musical
notation, and Use a simple time signature
(44-) , which they called it a (common
time) “The last part of the baris arest, that
why simply lead to the next bar which is a
copy of the first and so can get repeated
several times without causing any drop.
The time is also distributed evenly, making
it easy to play and chant with all kinds of
musical instruments without exception.”
Within the same context, this person
continued: “The segment is rhythmic so
all the notes has the same musical tone
so it needs no further intoning. Anyone,
even a child, can chant it because of its
smoothness and rhythmic balance. This is
what made it popular and caused it to
spread widely
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For most political opposition groups, including Al Wefaq,
‘removal of the regime’ did not mean establishing a
republic in Bahrain and removing the ruling Al Khalifa
family from power.” Paragraph 647 of the BICI Report
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When the Bahraini Activist, Moosa Abdali, penetrated a
Bahraini official procession in London on 13 December
2011, it was sufficient that he beat the rhythmic tone "Tin-
Tin-TyTin" on the front hood of one of the convoy cars
to convey to them his intended message “Down with
Haomad"”.
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“Drivers were stopped, searched and detained for
beeping their car horns in a manner that replicated
the slogan, “Down ... down Hamad", which had
become popular among protfesters during the
demonstrations of the past weeks.” Paragraph 563
of the BICI Report
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When googled, we found dozens of reports by
resident or foreign journalists on how they received

the perfectly rhythmic tone of opposition,
franslated info its digital form: 1010--t10.
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It has become familiar fo hear the tone "Tin-Tin-TyTin"
beeped by car horns in main streets and during
unauthorised demonstrations. More even, some activists
exchange stories about police officers in civilian clothes
beeping the tone in an attempt to lure the protesters.
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The graffitist, Hani says "The message is clear. There is
no freedom of opinion, it is a challenging message that
we are here and we will write the slogans we want and
believe in, despite the hunting down of those tweeps on
the Internet."
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Continuous checks on drivers and the targeting
of pedestrians and their subjection to retaliatory
punishment during the National Safety period
led to the temporary disappearance of the "Tin-
Tin-TyTN" tone from main streets. However, it soon
vigorously returned after liffing the National Safety
Law or towards the end of June 2011.
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In the graffiti world in Bahrain, they use printing by silk
screens and stencil, through making wooden or plastic
templates or using sponge. You may find different
techniques on some walls where you can find posters,
drawings and printing.
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In the beginning of Ashura 2012, the Interior Ministry summoned the leaders of Husseini Matams
and warned them not to the politicise Ashura and not to use it to expose the political situation
of the country. On the first day of Ashura, a large number of speakers were interrogated about
their speeches on the first day, some were arrested and accused of disdaining the government
and the regime.
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Ashurad is a name for the first ten days of
Muharram, which is the first month in the
Islamic (Hijri) calendar. It is a sad religious
occasion for Shiite Muslims. On the tenth
day of Muharram; the third Imam (Hussein)
who was the grandson of Prophet
Mohammed was brutally martyred along
with some members of his family and 63
of his companions by the army of the ruler
Yazid who prevented them from water for
days.

Every year, Shiite Muslims observe the
ten days of Muharram as a cultural and
religious season. They devote these days
for religious and historical lessons, as
they mourn chanting sad lamentations
accompanied by slaps on the chest.

Last Muharram, the Bahraini authorifies
attempted to empty Ashura of its
revolutionary and political values and to
limit it only to mourning. They summoned
a number of speakers and owners of
Matams since the first day; they detained
some of them and threatened others not
to talk about any political issues.

Despite all the government intimidating
measures, the religious lectures, chants
and even the walls and banners, reflected
the present situation and reinforced the
slogans launched by Imam Hussein: "we
will never be humiliated", "a person like
me (Hussain) does not pay allegiance to
a person like him (Yazid) " and it was an
explicit message to the authorities.
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Religiousrituals of Ashura 2012 were suffocated
by security services which unleashed its forces

fo remove the banners bearing the words
related to Ashura and its culture.
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Revolution of Imam Hussein is a symbol of revolutionary
natfions. It is a source of inspiration of steadfastness
and challenge and refusal of surrender and servility
to injustice or corruption. Therefore, Bahrainis take the
occasion of Ashura as an opportunity to declare their

solidarity with the persecuted peoples, as is the case of
the war on Gaza.
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A religious speaker (mullah) is someone who professionally
reads the biography of Hussein in Karbala. Matam or
Husseiniya is where condolence and obituary is being
held. Lectures are divided into two parts, the first is linked to

the existing political and social situation, and the other is in
the form of verses laments mourning Hussein and his family.
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Imam Hussein bin Ali said, defying the authority of Yazid "We
will never be humiliated”, a slogan which expresses rejection
and opposition. This year it came to declare the Bahraini's
refusal of the dictatorial regime.
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Like me do not pay allegiance to hislikes..
"Like me do not pay allegiance to his
likes" said Hussein bin Ali to the ruler of the
city, who invited him to swear allegiance
to Yazid after the death of his father,
Muawyah. This  phrase has become
an icon symbolizing the rejection of
the legitimacy of the corrupted and
oppressive ruler.
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Alradud AlHusseiniis areligious changer
who chants poems about the calamity
of Shiit's Imams especially Hussein Bin
Ali. Bahraini regime has summoned
the hussaini religiouse changers this
year 2012 for interrogation about the
political implications of their poems.
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Sheikhlsa Qassem has awide fan base which enabled him
fo save the social peace which the authority threatened
by demolishing Shiite mosques. Qassem used to deliver
a tactical speech against injustice inspired by Hussein's
revolution on the night of the tenth of Muharram.
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The authority demolished the wall of the Pearl, yet it could not demolish the walls stretching from

it on the national level, and could not find a frick other than erasing what the demonstrators
write on those walls. Thus writing again becomes a rebuilding of the stubborn walls.
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On the first of June, the walls of Al-Sehla
vilage were filed of slogans promising
fo return to the Pearl roundabout and
denouncing the death sentences and the
authority’s procedures. Hours later, the
heavily armed security forces attended,
and erased the protestersy writings, and
wrote beside them their slogans: «Down
with Iran «, «Death to Al Sehla Youth «,
«Congratulations for Death Penaltyn and
others. The next day, the people woke
up to see new protest slogans on the
same rhythm of the writings of the security
services. The scene was lasted for days
in attack and escape tactics, but on the
walls yards.

During the golden days of the 14 February
Movement, the walls of areas and villages
in Bahrain have not seen any significant
writings of dissidents. This observation
seems irrelevant for many, but in the
contfext of the oppositions and the Arab
revolutions may carry more than one
meaning.

Before 14 February, the walls were open
space for the protesters, they wrote what
they thought was forbidden in the local
media. It differed from one stage to another,
there were so many different opinions,
regarding this even among the oppositions
themselves. Many hypotheses have been
produced in this area.Some considered
the walls as «The Peoplers Newspapersy,
where there is no fear of observers and
no confiscation of views. During the
detente Security and with the launching of
associations and issuing their publications;
some found that writing on the walls is
uncivilized which should be quitted.
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In the nineties, the security forces were satisfied with
erasing the slogans to be unreadable; they hid the slogans
by using the same quality of dyes used in writing, so it was
easy to spell the scratched slogans even after writing it.
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The dyes used by the security services vary, some erased
the whole writings. The protesters considered it useful
though, as the new way provided them with a white
space (a board) for writing again.
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The security services did not only erase but
also wrote what reflected the sectarian
bend that was instilled in them such as :
"Omar's supporters”, "agents of Iran", "Sons
of Mutaa (Lust, temporary Shia marriage) "

"Magi fraitors".
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Afterimposing of the emergency law, the Youth Forces united under one gathering called The
Coadlition of 14 February Youth. In February 2012, they issued the Pearl Charter, which affirms

the right of people to self-determination and to choose the type of political regime that meets
their aspirations.
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The graffitist, Hadi, gives his writings on the
walls the legitimacy on the basis of “Article
23 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Bahrain" which stipulates that the freedom
of opinion is guaranteed and everyone
has the right to express his opinion and to
publicise it verbally or by writing"

And in regard to graffitist's opinion on
resistance, he says "no balance of power
between the opposition and the regime,
on the grounds that the latter has the arms,
soldiers and equipment, but | believe that
graffiti are one reasons of victory.”

And on the feasibility of graffiti, Hadi says
"In A'ali vilage (we) seek to convey the
grievances of our people through slogans,
especially those that are written near the
pottery factories in English and frequented
by many foreigners who do not know
what is happening in Bahrain because of
the media blackout"

Hadi draws attention to importance of
graffiti by saying “foreigners and foreign
newspapers give significance for walls.
Why do media companies put banners
everywhere to promote a commodity?
Don't they have modern means of
communication such as the Internete No,
because graffiti draws the attention of
people"

The graffitist, Wissam says «yes, it has a great
benefit. It has followers, it is the newspaper
of walls and especially if the manuscripts
were written in a technical wayy.
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One of graffitists says: Graffitiis the revolutionaries’ message
in their communication with the community and to educate
people and inform them of everything that happens in the
arena and is a mean of solidarity with the detainees and
their families, as well as the families of the martyrs. It conveys
their words.
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"Shahawwal" i.e. "How is it going?" This "Khalifa shahawwal,
we came back fo the Roundabout" was the master of the
chants of thousands of protesters after the second return to
the roundabout. It expressed their ability fo return again fo the
Roundabout after 3 days of the breaking in by the army forces.
Khalifa is the Prime Minister.
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On 16 February 2011, the protesters considered that
writing on the walls of the Pearlmonumentis an uncivilized
thing, so they repainted it. Later, they considered the
walls as the "People's Newspaper", no longer people are
arguing about writing in this newspaper
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Like the slogan "I am the next martyr" and the
protest behaviour that accompanied it - like
wearing death shrouds and progressing bare-
chested towards the aggressor forces - things
that showed a manifestation of practice to drop
the oppressive option, asight celebrated by the
international media and signified by Amnesty
International's report address "Full of wounds but
do not bend"
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Formula One (F1) is the highest class of a Grand Prix
racing. Bahrain Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad
established the Bahrain International Circuit in 2004
at a cost of $ 150 million to host F1 racing annually.
The protests in Bahrain forced the Crown Prince to
cancelFlracein 2011 afterthe teams confirmed their
absence. However, the race was held in 2012 after
the support shown by the owner of the commercial
rights of Formula race Bernie Ecclestone. Bernie
replied to his critics by saying, "l do not care of religion
or politics, | thought that Bahrain was located in the
south of the Hawaiian Islands before | went there".
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Bahraini activists succeeded in exploiting the
race to show the world what was happening
in Bahrain. They painted the wall of the village

of Barbar with the caricature by the Brazilian
artist Marcos.
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The report of the Bahrain fact-finding commission
pointed out to the demolishing of 30 religious facilities
(mosques and ma'tams) that belong to Shiites during
the period of the National Safety Law. It pointed out
that it is normal to be seen "as a collective punishment

that would fuel tensions between the government and
Shiite citizens."
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Sectarianism is the dirfiest means that was used by
the Bahraini regime to hit the protest movement.
This artist chose to exercise his protest by a mural

that showed the sectarianism in the form of a
scary monster creature.
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A group of artists accomplished a few rival
of murals in the vicinity of Pearl Roundabout,
that expressed freedom, peace and left their

signatures, but later they paid the price for those
paintings and signatures.
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The artists participated in the protfest
movement in the Pearl Roundabout, a number
of open art drawing workshops were held at
the roundabout, and after the crackdown on
the profest movement a number of artists were

targeted and sent fo jail, suspended from work
and exposed to harassment.
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«The Pearl Memory Timesy is documentary project aims to preserve the history of 14 February Revolution
from forgetting or selective memory.

www.bahrainmirror.com
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Bahrain 14 February Revolution has not been
televised as much as the other revolutions. However,
it is printed on its people’s walls. The walls reflect
reality more than televisions, as the walls are not
manipulated by political agenda or money. An activ-
ist wrote a graffiti of “The Revolution is Graffitied” in
protfest of “The Revolution is felevised” which means
the revolution requires people to go out in the field
and streets and not only watch it on TV.

The revolution is printed, present on the ground, in
the field, in the squares, and on the people’s real
and virtual walls. This book "Walls of 14 February”
monitors the revolution on the walls. It monitors it
while it is being "“Graffitied”.
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