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Bahrain, there are Shia cultivators who claim to be the original inhabitants
of the island and who, for this reason, call themselves bahrani as opposed
to bahraini, a word they use to refer to the Sunni. In a household survey of
fifteen different villages or quarters of towns across the country, commuters
between places of work and residence were found to make up to 64.2 and 90.7
percent of the total working force.

The urban population is organized in ethnically and religiously homogeneous
neighborhoods, sometimes associated with distinct crafts and economic
engagements. The urban Sunni, who work mostly in trade, commerce, or civil
and military employments, have two traditions of origin: The Hamala and the
Najdi. The Hamala trace origin to different localities in southern Iran but link
themselves to different ancient tribes in the Gulf and Arabia. Some of them
have only lately settled in Bahrain; their fathers or grandfathers still speak
Persian. The Najdi tradition encompasses those families such as Al-Zayyani,
Al-Higris, Al-Qusaibi, and Al-Dawawida, who have settled in Bahrain since
Al Khalifa occupied the island in 1783. They are of direct Arab origin but are
nontribal and urban.

One must realize that rural, urban, city, town, and village are not clear cut
social categories when applied to Bahraini society today--they are historical
traditions and must be understood in this context.

Colonial rule and development of oil are singled out in this book as the two
major processes that modified the authorities system in Bahrain; the first by
creating a bureaucracy and the second by transforming the economic order
and the social organization associated with it.

The experience of Bahrain shows that “tribalism” is not a single phenomenon
or simply a stage in the evolution of human civilization; it emerged in Bahrain
as a sociopolitical force, opposing other forces and parties with comparable
vested interests.

Tribe or State in Bahrain, the book concludes, is not entirely a Bahraini
question; it is part of a wider political setting in the Gulf and Arabia.



Summary

This book is a study of political authority in a small country that has recently
become an independent state. It is a study in rapid social change brought
about by colonialism and by the transformation of an impoverished economy
based on pearl diving, palm cultivation and fishing into a complex of modern
economic institutions based on oil production.

Tribe and State in Bahrain focuses on two general themes: 1) The changing
authority system vis-a-vis colonial rule and socioeconomic transformation, 2)
and the impact of these forces on the processes of interaction between tribe,
peasantry, and urban society.

Emphasis is placed upon the shifting socioeconomic bases of power and the
emergence and formation of new groups and institutions. Equal emphasis is
placed upon the way tribe, peasantry, and urban society have been adjusting to
each other within the authority system and amid political and socioeconomic
change.

In the context of Bahrain, tribe, peasantry, and urban society are different
forms of social organization that relate to society variably through different
constitutions and through controlling varied social and economic resources.

Tribesmen manipulate kinship principles to regulate marriage, social
interaction, and redistribution of power, force, wealth, and benefits. Tribes,
spread over different localities in Bahrain, and the Gulf, are socially united
through traditional tribal alliances that cut across independent states. This
tribally organized society in Bahrain has maintained control of the major
economic resources: pearls, dates, and nowadays oil. This doesn’t mean
tribalism remained unchanged. This book is essentially an attempt to
summarize these changes as they have taken place in Bahrain over a span of
about two centuries.

Peasants, on the other hand, are organized in “village” communities bound
by Shia ritual and law (the Jaafari law) and by high rate of inmarriages. In
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